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Deferral & Difference



“The poet... is the man of metaphor: while the
philosopher is interested only in the truth of
meaning, beyond even signs and names, and
the sophist manipulates empty signs... the
poet plays on the multiplicity of signifieds.”

Dear Reader, — Jacques Derrida

Issue #1 is made up of a multiplicity of signifiers and signifieds, a semantic
topography of fire, daylight, eyes, and prison cells. It flares in the vast expanse
of hollow selves, displaced bodies, and deserted homelands, revolving in
infinite deferral. A deferral of self, other, mind, and place, Issue #1 investigates
the theme of “Deferral and Difference” in all its various shades. In “3 sugar
glass,” Runxi Yu explores the pyromaniac volatility of the Plathian self and the
transformative potential of identity, while TauNeutrino’s “Yet Another
Carthage” bathes in the burnt glory of a modern Carthage.

Borrowing the symbol of a wolf, Anny Lyu juxtaposes maternal companionship
with stark isolation, depicting a disorienting experience in “Epitaph.” Its
natural imagery portrays a world rooted in wilderness that is vibrant and free
and lovely, yet seems to dissipate upon the poem’s conclusion, leaving the
reader wondering whether the recollections were purely figments of the
imagination, fueled by a lonely existence and intense yearning.

We were fortunate to receive many excellent submissions from talented
writers. We are grateful for everyone who decided to share their words with
you and us, and hope that they made an impact of some sort. Also, we would
like to express our sincere thanks to our artists, who helped visualize the theme
with their mesmerizing artworks. And lastly, thank you to our readers for
sticking around to the end.

Again, Derrida summarizes it perfectly: “That is what deconstruction is made
of, not the mixture but the tension between memory, fidelity... the preservation

of something that has been given to us, and at the same time, heterogeneity,
something absolutely new, and a break.”

Cheers, &
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The Différance Magazine Team _ :



Daffodil's Cry ------------ - Simon Xiong

2 flicker --------------- D-mmmm e Runxi Yu

3 sugar glass ------------ 3mmmmmmmmmm o Runxi Yu
Anemoia --------------- Ao Adelina Yang
Yet Another Carthage ------- 5--mmmmm- TauNeutrino
SSRI --------mmmmmmm- 7 mmmmmm e Jocelyn Duan
Self, the Other «-«++eesesvee- < TN Catherine Zhou
Poem F -----------——--- Q- Alan Ye

They ----------------- 11--————m - Alan Ye



















































